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Jer 20:10-13; Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33 

 It seems that we have to be so careful of what we say.   We have to be aware of people’s 

sensibilities, aware of words that might have any potential to offend or to stigmatize, aware of 

every “trigger warning.”  Although it is important to guard our speech, and as Christians we 

shouldn't use speech that hurts, or insults, or damages reputation, or gossips, or causes scandal - 

but sometimes it seems that things can be taken too far.  The effect is to place barriers to 

openness and also to hamper legitimate religious expression. In some parts of the world this is so 

extreme tat people of faith fear for their lives for simply living in accord with their faith. 

 This social climate is something that we as Catholic Christians must be cautious of being 

taken in by.  We can sometimes forget that we are called by Jesus to evangelize, to spread the 

word of God, to share our faith, to bring others to a realization of the love and mercy of God and 

God’s church.  Jesus said: Go and make disciples of all the nations, and we can’t do that if we 

are under some mistaken notion that to utter any religious thought is offensive or that “separation 

of church and state” means that we cannot express our religion in public.  The separation of 

church and state is in place to prevent the government from officially endorsing or trying to 

silence a specific religion.  The constitution guarantees freedom of religion to private citizens - 

and that includes speaking about your faith outside of a religious event or in a public place.  The 

separation of church and state principle limits what the government can do - however some 

people erroneously extend it to say that it limits you expressing your faith.  

 We are fortunate in this country to have such religious freedoms - as I said, it is not so in 

other parts of the world.  It was not so in the early church.  When Paul is telling the Romans a 

great truth of our faith: For if by the transgression of the one the many died, how much more did 

the grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ overflow for the many.  He 

was doing so in a climate that could be a bit more violent towards religious thought than the 

U.S.A. - just look at what happened to Jesus!  But these things must be told to people, people 

have got to know that God is to be adored and that God’s great gift of his Son has given us a way 

to eternal life, and that we are called to be God’s instruments in the world.  People must be told 

this even if it causes a stir - even if it makes people uncomfortable … even if it makes us 

uncomfortable. 



 We are so worried to make anyone (or ourselves) uncomfortable.  We try to stop this 

discomfort at all costs.   Please tell me how does the gracious gift of eternal life and love of God 

for all, the power of God to join with us to transform the world, the invitation to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ and share in this mission get labeled as offensive?  I was once trying to explain a 

certain aspect of the faith to another Catholic who was offended by it.  A muslim woman who 

was listening to this exchange - and saw how offended he was - turned to him and said: “Why 

does that make you angry, I think it is beautiful.”  She may not have shared our faith, but she 

recognized what was offensive and what was a beautiful thing being labeled as offensive. 

 We may not fear being killed for speaking our faith, but we worry being looked at 

strange, or being talked about, or being made fun of.   Jesus says in the Gospel: Do not be afraid 

of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  So much so should we not be afraid of words 

and looks.  Jesus said what needed to be said (even if it made people a little uncomfortable), he 

helped and cured and cared for those who needed it (even when others thought that these people 

didn’t deserve it),  he reached out to the lost (even when he got ridiculed for doing so), he gave 

powerful witness to faith (even if others snickered).   Jesus says to us today: Everyone who 

acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly father … So do not be 

afraid.  

 Let’s all have the courage to study and become more informed about our faith so that we 

can understand it better and explain it to others.  One big problem is that many Catholics do not 

know the faith - but think they do, and believe whatever a non-Catholic says the Church teaches.     

The revelation of God is beautiful and true.  The muslim woman I mentioned before saw this.  

She just listened to the accurate teaching of the Church (not the political charged and slanted 

view of that teaching that the other Catholic in the room was told was true), and she saw the 

beauty, the consistency, the logic … the love of God which it expressed.  Let’s not be afraid to 

pray in public when out for meals, to share our faith with others, to defend the faith when it is 

being mistakenly communicated.  God is there to help us.  As Jeremiah who was initially so 

worried about how people were going to respond to his words stated so well: But the Lord is with 

me as a mighty champion … to you [Lord] I have entrusted my cause.


